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pretty condition, who have bills of merit given me, that I
must thankfully acknowledge, and yet cannot honestly
offer them in payment. I suppose the clergy will, in due
time, send the Queen an address of thanks for her favour.1

I very much applaud your Grace's sanguine temper, as
you call it, and your comparison of religion to paternal
affection ; but the world is divided into two sects, those that
hope the best, and those that fear the worst ; your Grace is
of the former, which is the wiser, the nobler, and most pious
principle ; and although I endeavour to avoid being of the
other, yet upon this article I have sometimes strange weak-
nesses. I compare true religion to learning and civility,
which have ever been in the world, but very often shifted
their scenes; sometimes entirely leaving whole countries
where they have long flourished, and removing to others
that were before barbarous; which has been the case of
Christianity itself, particularly in many parts of Africa;
and how far the wickedness of a nation may provoke God
Almighty to inflict so great a judgement, is terrible to
think. But as great Princes, when they have subdued all
about them, presently have universal monarchy in their
thoughts ; so your Grace, having conquered all the corrup-
tions in a diocese, and then pursued your victories over a
province, would fain go farther, and save a whole kingdom,
and would never be quiet, if you could have your will, until
you had converted the world.

And this reminds me of a pamphlet lately come out,
pretended to be a letter hither from Ireland, against repeal-
ing the Test, wherein your Grace's character is justly set
forth: for the rest, some parts are very well, and others
puerile, and some facts, as I am informed, wrong repre-
sented. The author has gone out of his way to reflect on
rne as a person likely to write for repealing the Test, which
I am sure is very unfair treatment. This is all I am likely
to get by the company I keep. I am used like a sober man
with a drunken face, have the scandal of the vice without
the satisfaction. I have told the Ministry, with great frank-
ness, my opinion, that they would never be able to repeal
it, unless such changes should happen as I could not fore-
see; and they all believe I differ from them in that point2

. 126, n. i.

2 The '*' Letter concerning the Sacramental Test,33 to which this
paragraph alludes, is dated 4 December, 1708, and is addressed under.   It has been identified by Dr. J. C. Bucknlll ("Brain," iv, 493) as
